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Dear Surachai,

You and | first met on January 7
1984 when | had just arrived in
Bangkok and you were there to
meet me at the old international
airport. | have met with you again
on more than 30 subsequent visits,
and between those personal
contacts we have been in touch on
countless other occasions by
telephone or by airmail, telex, -
FAX, and more recently by email.

The reason for all this activity was to facilitate a program of
Australian assistance to the Faculty of Science at Silpakorn
University. In 1984 the Faculty had only been established for 11
years, and | was appointed by the aid agency Australian
Universities International Development Program (AUIDP, later
IDP) to promote links between Australian universities and
Silpakorn. You were then Dean of Science, and were my
immediate contact.

It was a busy period in the 12 years to 1996 during which the
Program was operating. 14 members of staff received PhD training
in Australia and 42 others came to Australia for short study visits,
12 workshops were conducted by Australian personnel on various
scientific or mathematical topics, and another 45 scientists visited
Silpakorn to collaborate with Silpakorn staff.

Of course many persons both in Thailand and Australia contributed
to the success of the Program. At Silpakorn there was support from
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the University Presidents, those who followed you as Deans of the
Faculty, and many members of the science staff. Support was also
forthcoming from the Australian Ambassador and others from the

Embassy, and from many university people in Australia.

Nevertheless the person whom | would single out as having the
most influence in setting up and maintaining the Program was you.
You established its initial framework and the pattern that was to be
followed in later years. You encouraged Silpakorn staff to make
best use of the limited funding that was available for the Program,
and your enthusiasm was infectious. Your good understanding of
Australian ways, your sense of humour and those wonderful Thai
meals have been greatly appreciated by Australian scientists who
visited or worked at Silpakorn and always helped them to feel at
home.

Besides your role in establishing the Australian link, | know that
you have been instrumental in setting up postgraduate activities in
the Faculty, as well as your own productive research.

Surachai, | salute you for your contribution to Silpakorn and to
science in Thaiiland. Margaret and | wish you well in your
retirement and hope that you and Kloy have a long, happy and
healthy life together. | look forward to keeping in touch in the
years to come

Our best wishes and regards

Bruce Scott

Former Dean of Science

University of Tasmania AUSTRALIA
May 12, 2011
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Dr. Surachai Nimgirawath

Kasem Nithipatikom

Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology
Medical College of Wisconsin

8701 Watertown Plank Road

Milwaukee, W1 53226

(414) 955-8605

kasemn@mcw.edu

To write about Dr. Surachai — what can | say? It is a bad form of
writing to talk about myself; however, in this case | really cannot
avoid it. When I first got an email from Dr. Thanit about the plan
for Dr. Surachai’s retirement, I thought it would be a piece of cake
because there are a million things about him that can be talked
about. It turned out it was not a case — so many thoughts and
feelings came through my head that | started and stopped many
times. Nothing will do justice and nothing is good enough to
describe what Dr. Surachai has done for Silpakorn, Thailand and
science (not only chemistry). For this reason, let other people
reflect on his science and accomplishment — | want to talk about
him on a personal level.

Dr. Surachai and | started our career in the Department of
Chemistry, Faculty of Science, Silpakorn University at the same
time in 1976 (yes, 35 years ago). Chemistry was a very small
department back then and everyone in the department worked
together and knew each other very well. From the very first day,
Dr. Surachai impressed me for the fact that he did not speak Thai
with a strange foreign accent (keep in mind that he received his
education in Australia since his undergraduate studies). Besides he
could swear and curse very well in Thai (very often too!). Through
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the years, he treated people not only as his colleague but also like
part of a happy family.

| was (and still am) very happy that Dr. Surachai did not move
from Silpakorn to other universities considering how small we
were and how little we had at that time - and certainly many places
were interested in having him. Dr. Surachai chose to stay in the
campus housing as few other faculties had. Staying on campus
allowed him to work a lot more hours and he always came in to
work extra at night — setting up laboratories or doing some
experiments. He also helped with campus safety and patrol of the
buildings (must be the fun they did not do in Australia). Several
assistants and maintenance crew (some of them still are on duty)
probably can testify how much fun we had. We (along with Dr.
Amnart) had to patrol the buildings and take care of many
interesting and challenging issues days and nights. We had many
good times with the maintenance crew trying to improve services
(all of this had nothing to do with science — or may be but not
publishable).

Dr. Surachai taught us by examples. He would not complain (at
least we did not hear it) and never showed the attitude or excuses
that “we cannot do it” because we do not have this or that. Good
scientists should have the attitude and ability to solve the problems
and do not let obstacles (probably many of them) to block work or
advancement and always find a way to get things done. One of
important things that he showed me is that a truly good scientist is
always willing to share and help. After over 30 years of
opportunities to interact with many scientists, | can definitely agree
with him that the great scientists are confident but humble and they
will be happy to share and help. They are so smart and can come up
with many great ideas all the time, therefore, there is no needs for
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them to put others down to make themselves look better. It is only
the followers that we have to be careful of and watch out for.

What Dr. Surachai has done for Silpakorn through the many hats he
wore will definitely be appreciated by people for many years to
come. It is natural that we grow older, change and move on. The
younger generation should realize that something cannot be
replaced — and this is one of them. We, however, can duplicate and
even make strides to better ourselves by recognizing his
accomplishment and more importantly how he did it. It is going to
be difficult to find somebody who loves science and devotes
himself/herself to the workplace, university and our country as
much as Dr. Surachai. | hope that we can still find ways to make
use of him even after “his retirement”. Good visions can be old but
never become obsolete.
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Dr. Surachai - I wish you a very Happy Retirement. Get some free
time to enjoy life with family and take more vacations. You well
deserve it. Remember that “You’re only old when you are cold”.
Good luck and take care — Kasem.
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Postgraduate Study in Australia

14 members of the science staff studied for higher degrees in Australia
with direct support from the Project. At least another 17 obtained either
MSc or PhD degrees in Australia with other support. They were widely
spread around this country, and received degrees from at least 11 different
universities. There are now Australian-trained staff in every science
department - Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Environmen-
tal Science, and this has provided a strong and enduring link, not only with
Australian science, but with all other aspects of Australian life. Many of
these staff are in continuing contact with their former supervisors and
other Australian colleagues.

Qcholarships for Graduate Studies

Year Program  Field of Study Grantee

1984 Ph.D; Biotechnology P. Liewsaree
Ph.D. Botany A. Thongpukdee
Ph.D. Solar Energy Technology C. Vipusanavanish
PhiD. Statistics P. Ratanaprasert

1985 Ph.D. Physical Chemistry S. Supalaknari
Ph.D. Microbiology C. Kositanont
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1986

1989

1990

1991

1992

Grad.Dip.-
Ph.D.

M.S.-Ph.D.
Ph.D.
Ph.D.

Ph.D.

Ph. D).
Ph.D.

Ph.D.

Applied Statistics

Biotechnology

Physical Chemistry
Mathematics

Physics

Environmental Sciences

Environmental Sciences

Operational Research

V. Pongsapukdee

W. Kanoksilap-
atham

S. Pechsombut

N. Anunchuen

P. Kraisinghdecha

M. Boonsaner

G. Sripongpun

S. Tragantalengsak

Total Number of Scholarships Awarded is 14.

Short Study Visits to Australia

There were no less than 42 short study visits to Australia by members of
the science staff during the 12 years of the IDP Project at Silpakorn
University. These were for periods of 4-6 weeks, and were undertaken
for various reasons. Some were for quite specific purposes - to initiate or

continue some collaborative research, to gain experience with a new
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Year

1985

1986

1987

1989

1990

1991

1992

1993

Duration

1.5 months

2 months

1.5 months

1.5 months
1.5 months

1.5 months
1.5 months
1.5 months

1.5 months

0.5 month

1.5 months

1.5 months

1.5 months
0.75 month
0.5 month

0.5 month
2.0 months
2.5 months

2.0 months
1.5 months

Short Study Visits

Specialized Field
Environmental Sciences
Biology

Zoology

Research in Physics
Research in Chemistry

Natural Products Research

Research in Biology
Research in Biochemistry
Environmental Sciences
and Toxicology
Feasibility Study for
Collaborative Research

Natural Products Research
Computer Science

Research in Microbiology
Science Administration
Research in Inorganic
Chemistry

Research in Biotechnology
Environmental Sciences
Computer Science

Research in Biotechnology
Environmental Sciences

Visitor

M. Boonsaner
R. Vejaratpimol
T. Chittihunsa

S. Janjai

P. Vedchakan-
chana

P. Tuntiwachwut-
tikul

P. Muangpra

P. Chaimanee

P. Lojlertchanya

C. Vipusanavanish

P. Tuntiwachwut-
tikul

R. Pipitpotjanak-
arn

K. Watanasak

P. Ratananukul

S. Benjarvongkul-
chai

P. Liewsaree
M. Iangphasuk
P. Tantatsanawong

C. Channuntapipat
W. Inkapatanakul
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Any university that seeks to b

Research Collaboration

recognised internafionaligamust develop

aresearch culture, so that its staff members are encouraged to devote part
of their efforts to the pursuit of significant and relevant research activities.

Date

Jan. 7-18, 1985

Jan. 20-31, 1986

Jan. 12-23, 1987

Jan. 11-22, 1988

Jan. 22-Feb. 3
1989

Jan. 29-Feb. 9
1990

Workshops
Topic
Workshop on Experimental

Physics

The Role of Statistics and
Statisticians in Scientific
Experiments

Protoplast Fusion and Polyploid
Induction Techniques for

Genetic Improvement

Environmental Chemistry

Computer Interfacing
Techniques in Science

Workshop on Expert Systems

Source Persons

P. A. Hamilton
J. Phillips
K. Bolton

G. MacPherson
R. Cunningham
G. McKinney

S. Ashmore
N. Forteath
L. Barber

D. W. Connell
D. W. Hawker
P. D. Vowles

I. Edmonds
J. Davies

P. Collier
R. Williams
G. Fawkner
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Jan. 28-Feb. 8 The Use of Molecular Biology M. F. Lavin
1991 Techniques in Diagnosis G. D. Baxter
B. Degnan
Jan. 20-31, 1992 Computing in Chemistry B. V. O'Grady
B. F. Yates
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A Tribute to Dr Surachai Nimgirawath

Dr. Surachai Nimgirawath was one of a group of young Thai
students who were selected to study in Australian Universities
under the Columbo plan during the 1960s. He obtained the BSc
Honours Degree in Organic Chemistry at the University of Sydney
and then went on to carry out research for the PhD degree under the
supervision of Professor Ern Ritchie.

Shortly after completing the degree Dr Surachai returned to
Thailand with his wife Kloy, who had completed an MSc degree in
X-ray crystallography at the University of NSW while he was
studying at the University of Sydney. At Silpakorn University in
Nakorn Pathom Kloy worked at the Department of Physics and Dr
Surachai has been working at the Deaprtment of Chemistry ever
since.

Silpakorn University already had a distinguished reputation for the
study of fine arts, but during the expansion of the Thai universities
during the 1960s and 1970s, it was decided to establish a Faculty of
Science there. As a result, Dr Surachai was a foundation member of
the Faculty and he was able to play a major role in the successful
development of both the Faculty and The Department of
Chemistry.

Dr Surachai started research on the chemistry of natural products
soon after he arrived in Nakorn Pathom with particular emphasis on
the total synthesis of alkaloids. As well as planning the syntheses
he was able to manage the time spent on teaching and
administration in such a way that he could also spend a significant
amount of his time working in the laboratory throughout his career.
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This approach led to a series of excellent papers, written in flawless
English and published in international peer reviewed journals.

During this time, there was renewed interest in the chemistry of
natural products and of international cooperation in this field.
UNESCO funded the Regional Network for the Chemistry of
Natural Products in Southeast Asia and financial support was also
provided by the generous Funds-in-Trust donated by the Japanese
Government.  Shortly afterwards the Australian Government
provided funds through the International Development Fund of
Australian Universities and Colleges (IDP) to set up the Network
for the Chemistry of Biologically-important Natural Products
(NCBNP) which functioned as an adjunct to the Regional Network.
As a result of the favourable situation for research that had been
established already, and the support of the above networks, it was
not difficult to attract young, recently qualified chemists who were
keen to continue research to work at Silpakorn University. It is not
surprising that other agencies, such as the International Foundation
for Science (IFS), soon became interested in supporting the
research work of talented individual members of the Faculty of
Science with grants of up to $10,000

In another development, IDP recognized the good work already
being carried out at Silpakorn University and agreed to help
upgrade the entire Faculty of Science. Dr Surachai served as Dean
of the Faculty during 1982 t01986 and Dr Bruce Scott of the
Department of Physics at the University of Tasmania was the
consultant appointed by IDP. As well as being colleagues, Dr
Surachai and Dr Scott soon became firm friends. Together they
became a very effective team that achieved major developments in
the Faculty of Science.
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One of these achievements was to assemble enough analytical
instruments to meet the needs of the Faculty and provide data to
research workers in other Thai universities. This reduced the need
to send samples overseas for analysis and was much appreciated in
Thailand. This service to others was recognized when, in addition
to his other duties, Dr Surachai was appointed Coordinator of the
UNESCO Analytical Service Centre for Thailand.

The late Prof Wal Taylor was also a frequent visitor to Silpakorn
University and he was also happy to help research workers by
providing high field (600 MHz) NMR spectra when required. He
and Dr Surachai were very good friends and Wal is sadly missed in
both Thailand and Australia.

| am also fortunate to have Dr Surachai as a friend and | am very
grateful to him and his colleagues for their gracious hospitality
whenever | visited Nakorn Pathom. | am also greatly indebted to
him for the sound advice he always offered to me in response to my
frequent requests for information.

| can assure him that that the work he has done at Silpakorn
University entitles him to be regarded as one of the pioneers who
developed modern chemistry in Thailand and | wish him a very
long, healthy and happy retirement.

Jack Cannon
1 September 2011
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